BISMARCK

dealing with it I had needed to reinforce my German na-
tional feeling by rupture and resistance; in the predesti-
nation of hi story, however, it so fell out that my courtier-
talents sufficed to gain the King, and with him by
consequence his army, for the national cause. I have
had perhaps harder battles to fight against Prussian par-
ticularism than against the particularism of the other Ger-
man states and dynasties, and my relation to the Emperor
William I as his born subject made these battles all the
harder for me. Yet in the end, despite the strongly
dynastic policy of the Emperor, but thanks to his national
policy which, dynastically justified, became ever stronger
in critical moments, I always succeeded in gaining his
countenance for the German side of our development, and
that too when a more dynastic and particularist policy
prevailed on all other hands. This, as I was situated at
Nicolsburg, I was only able to effect with the help of the
Crown Prince. The territorial sovereignty of the indivi-
dual princes had in the course of German history reached
an unnaturally high development; the individual dynas-
ties, Prussia not excepted, had never a better historical
right than under the Hohenstaufen and Charles V to par-
tition the German people among them as their private
property and claim the sovereign's share in its carcass.

The unlimited sovereignty of the dynasties, of the im-
perial orders, of the imperial cities, and imperial village
communes was won by revolution at the cost of the nation
and its unity. It has always impressed me with a sense of
the unnatural that the frontier line which, lost to view in
moor and heath between Salzwedel and Liichow, divides
the Lower Saxon population of the Old Mark from the

Lower Saxon population of Brunswick, should yet assign
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